306      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
maj. I promised Tremain that after the smoke of election was well cleared away that I would go to New York with a number of our live men and arrange for a general attack front and rear on Lincoln for a change.
I was much pained to see the account of Birney's death. I know he was a good soldier, and I now think you will do well to let Terry have the 10th corps. He is a good soldier, and if he lacks in anything it is in taking the responsibility, but as you will be close on the heels of any move you make you can help in that direction. I am sure he will be earnest and faithful. I see by the papers that Gen'l Gordon has been ordered to report to Grant. Turner says he is a bad man, and hopes you will keep clear of him. I wish you would tell Kensel or some of the young men to write me all about affairs at the front, for I have lost none of my interest.
Your friend, J. W. SHAFFEB
From Assistant Adjutant General Breck
WASHINGTON, Oat. Slst, 1864
Maj. Gen. BUTLER
GRANT furloughs of the usual length to all Vermont soldiers in hospitals in your Dept., to enable them to vote on the (8th) eighth of November. Acknowledge receipt.
SAM'L BRECK, A. A. G.
From General Grant CIPHER.   CITT POINT, VA., November 1,1864. 3.30 P.M.
Major-General BUTLER, FORT MONROE
I AM just in receipt of despatch from Secretary of War, asking me to send more troops to the City of New York, and if possible to let you go there until after election. I wish you would start for Washington immediately, and be guided by orders from there in the matter.
U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant-General
From General Butler
CDPHBE.   WASHINGTON, D. G., Nov. 2nd, 1864
Lt. Genl U. S. GRANT, CITT POINT
I AM here in obedience to your order. Am ordered to report in New York to Gen. Dix. From the state of things as I can learn them, we should have at least five thousand (5000)